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‘Ecocide’ and International Criminal Law: A Political Economy Critique 

 

The recent proposal to include ‘ecocide’ as a new crime in the Rome Statute has received polarized 

receptions. While it has been invariably hoped that this turn to criminal law can potentially close 

the accountability gap in the climate change law, yet this proposal has also been criticized on the 

ground that it obscures the causalities of the climate crisis and all but eliminates claims of climate 

justice. The imperative seems to be a serious interrogation of the larger implications of transposing 

environmental losses into the specific register of international criminal law (ICL) beyond the 

consideration of the immediate technical impediments of effecting this transposition. Specifically, 

this conceptual inquiry should involve a critical assessment of how the ICL relates to the underlying 

systems and practices that are responsible for climate change.  

 

I undertake a political economy analysis of ICL to assess its suitability to meaningfully tackle the 

challenge of climate change. I foreground the notion of climate justice to show a gap between the 

underlying assumptions of the proposed definition of ‘ecocide’ and preconditions of tackling 

climate change. In this account, I conceptualize ICL as a framework of governance as opposed to 

a formal body of neutral rules. I argue that ICL is a regime of governance that operates to not just 

occlude the contradictions and devastations that constitute the post-colonial capitalist development 

but also preempt states from taking radical alternative developmental trajectories. I show through 

the example of ‘ecocide’ how ICL shares the same epistemological commitments that inform the 

imperatives of expanded reproduction of capitalism foreclosing other possible ways of engaging 

with nature. Finally, I argue that the definition of ‘ecocide’ needs to be radically reimagined for it 

to have any meaningful role in serious efforts to avert the impending ecological disaster. 


